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Centennial      
Elementary 

Principal’s Corner 

Hello Centennial Panther Families, 
It was great welcoming students back after Spring Break!  As we move into April and the   
final push to summer, we are excited to continue our hard work and focus on student    
learning!  Our students have shown so much growth this year in their academics and we are 
proud of the work students, staff, and parents put forth daily during this unique and        
challenging year.  As we move into April, 3rd- 5th grade students will be taking a shortened 
version of CMAS testing now that the Department of Education has approved a request to 
shorten testing this year due to COVID challenges.  We will be sharing an updated schedule 
for when tests will be taken soon.  We look forward to our students being able to show what 
they know on these upcoming assessments.  K-2nd students will have the opportunity to 
show what they know in May on their Reading and Math iReady assessments.  

We hope you were able to join us for our recent virtual Title 1 Night. This event was focused 
on Reading and Math games that you can play at home with your child.  If you we unable to 
attend this virtual event don’t worry, you can watch a recording of the event by clicking the 
Title 1 Event link that was posted on DOJO. The link will be active for the next couple of 
weeks so please view at your convenience and have fun with your student! We will have a 
giveaway for families that participate in this event. To be entered, please post a picture of 
your family playing the game in your grade levels DOJO story by Monday April 5th, 2021.  

It’s hard to believe, but we are already planning for the 2021-2022 school year.  One update 
we want to share with families is that HSD2 is slightly modifying the start and stop times for 
all HSD2 schools next year.  Below are the new elementary school drop off, start of             
instruction, and dismissal times for the 2021-2022 school year.  

As we near the closure of the year, we are planning for modified end of year ceremonies for 
Kindergarten and 5th grade promotion.  We will be holding these events virtually and will 
share more information with you about times and dates soon!  You will be able to attend 
these ceremonies virtually to celebrate your students’ accomplishments.  Thank you for your 
ongoing support! 
 
Achievement NOW, 

Kim Noyes, Principal        Kelly Lane, Assistant Principal 

 April 2021 

  Drop-off Start of Instruction Dismissal 

Monday 9:45 9:55 3:15 

Tuesday - Friday 8:15 8:25 3:15 



 

Kindergarten News 
Wow! It is already April! The school year is flying by and we have learned and grown so 
much.   
We are continuing to add and subtract in math.  Some simple ways that you can help your       
student at home is to give them simple materials such as macaroni noodles, cereal, pennies 
and have them practice adding and subtracting.  Adding details has been our focus in 
writing.  When you talk with your student, have them “tell you more” about what they are 
talking about. For example, if you are eating ice cream some details would be how it tastes, 
what it looks like or why they might like ice cream.  Please continue to read with your student 
and  continue practicing the 90 sight words at home as it helps with their reading (and 
writing) skills at school. In Science, we have been learning about day and night.  You can      
discuss with your student the differences and what the purpose of the sun is.  
  
Even though the weather is becoming warmer, please remember to send a jacket with your student.  Our 
weekly homework will continue through the month, please make sure your students are continuing to       
complete these, by themselves.  Please be on the lookout for information about activities that will be         
happening in May.  

The Kindergarten Team  

First Grade News 

The time for warmer weather is now! As it warms up, we are also warming up for second grade. First grade 
students are refining their counting skills and place value skills in math class. In Reading class, they are        
practicing point of view and character, setting, and events. We are looking at more complex texts and using 
them to help write paragraphs. 

Second Grade News 

Hello second grade families!  
In Math second graders have been learning all about equal groups, arrays and have also started studying even 
and odd numbers along with the concept of doubles. In module 8, our last module of math for second grade, 
we will look at American coins – pennies, nickels, dimes and quarters both counting mixed coins and making 
change.  In Science students will be learning about more Earth Systems like plate tectonics. In Social Studies 
students will be learning about communities. We will study the different types of communities and the people 
that make a community function.   
 

We hope Spring Break was pleasant for you and your families! Second grade 
students are on to Unit 5 in our Wonders curriculum. Unit 5 discusses the 
world and the differences in environments, people, and things that keep the 
world working. Skills are wrapping back around to review some of what we did 
in the beginning of the year. Phonemic awareness and phonic continues to be 
taught to make our second readers have the strategies they need to become 
excellent readers.  Please have your students read daily, they can access EPIC 
and read online if you presently do not have books available. Writing is going 
to focus on writing an entire essay (paragraph mostly) by themselves                                
including brainstorming and planning. Writing should include varying length of 
sentences, transition words, topic sentences and conclusion sentences all                 
related to the prompt, as well as making sure their conventions (capitals,                  
punctuation, etc.) is accurate whether it is explanatory/informational or                     
narrative.  

Creamy 

Yummy 

Frozen 



 

Third Grade News 
Greetings to our third grade families!  
We hope all is well and Spring Break was enjoyable for you and your family! Third grade is going to be starting 
CMAS soon.  CMAS is the Colorado Measures for Academic Success state test that students take beginning in 
third grade. The test allows students to show what they know on the various skills and strategies taught in 
reading and writing (as well as math, science, social studies).  We have worked hard over the year to grow 
these academic areas. Please make sure your child is well rested, eats a healthy breakfast, and is ready to go 
on their testing days!  

We will be moving into Module 4 in our Wit and Wisdom curriculum and learning 
about inspiration and creativity for artists as soon as CMAS concludes. We have 
moved past our module in math about graphs and have started learning about         
perimeter. Students will be given a shape with some measurements and asked to 
add of the sides to determine the perimeter (boundary of a shape).  In Science we 
are starting our unit on forces of motion which includes magnets. In Social Studies          
students will be learning the basics of economics.   

 

Fourth Grade News 
Hello fourth grade families! 
As we’ve mentioned in each newsletter, TIME FLIES! It is hard to believe we just jumped into fourth quarter! 

Our fourth graders are all showing amazing growth despite the multitude of 
challenges this wild year has thrown at the world of education. It makes    
teachers as proud as parents to watch the kids succeed. 

There’s a lot going on right now. Across the grade, we have been working hard 
practicing for the CMAS testing. The kids are building test taking stamina and 
strategies. In ELA we closed up the third module with literature about the early 
colonies and the Revolutionary War. We are about to jump into the next    
module which looks at mythology and folklore, which is always a fun module. In 
Math, the students are wrapping up the unit on decimals. The fourth quarter is 
dedicated to reviewing and building strength in all the fourth grade standards. 

We hope all of our kids and their families had a wonderful and restful Spring Break! Now that we have         
returned, we are ready to hit the ground running. As always please never hesitate to reach out to any      
member of the fourth grade team with any questions, concerns, or even just a 
check-in. 
 

Fifth Grade News 
This is an important month for fifth grade, students will be demonstrating their 
understanding of fifth grade standards by completing the state assessment. 
Since these assessments are important, we are asking for your help, please   
ensure that your student is getting a restful amount of sleep and make sure 
they are here on time. In most cases, the test will be first thing in the morning.
(Continued on next page) 

 

   Centennial Panthers are Ready, Respectful and Responsible! Go Panthers!!! 



 

Fifth Grade News (Continued) 
As for Reading and Writing, your student is beginning a new module, “Breaking Barriers.” This module takes a 
closer look at sports and how sports can influence individuals and societies. Students will begin the                
exploration of the power sports have to break barriers, students learn about the impact the South African   
rugby team had, under Nelson Mandela’s leadership of the country. In Writing, students will be expected to 
explain the impact sports has. Please continue to ensure your student is keeping up with their reading by 
reading thirty minutes a day. 

The students have started to understand more and more about graphing on a           
coordinate plane. Students will also begin to identify patterns within a coordinate 
plane. We have used this skill to play battleship! Students have been busy preparing for 
their state tests through small group instruction and review of previously learned fifth 
grade skills. With state testing coming up we are going to be learning about test        
taking strategies for math, so the students feel ready and confident as they prepare for 
their last state tests of elementary school. In Science we have become young                       
meteorologists. We have tracked the weather everyday so we can use the data to    
investigate the climate in Colorado Springs. Online students should continue to work 
through their Science, Social Studies and Specials Canvas Courses 

 

 
Special Education News - Can Do Corner 

Wow, how times flies! We hope everyone is rested and enjoyed their Spring Break.  Remember to dress in  
layers or bring something to wear as it gets warmer in the afternoon. Whether your student is an in-person or 
eLearning student, make sure to maintain a schedule and routine at home to surround your student with   
consistency. 

For 3rd-5th grade students, it is state testing time. It is very important 
to come to school every day and be on time. Make sure to keep a 
schedule at home for bedtime and get plenty of sleep. Please talk 
with your student about possible schedule changes at school due to 
testing. Rest assured, that the special education staff are working 
hard to ensure that all students receive the accommodations       
identified in their IEPs.  If your student is a grade 3-5 eLearner, 
please make sure that you are aware of what state testing looks like 
for your student.   

For K-2nd grade students, schedules will stay the same at school, but it is still important to maintain those   
routines to your nightly schedule and get plenty of sleep. Make sure to reach out to your student’s special   
education teacher if you have any questions regarding your student’s IEP and/or learning schedule. In our 
grade level classes, we are applying what we have retained throughout the year to new grade level concepts 
and showing that we can do anything with perseverance and determination. In our small groups, we are   
working on our individual goals and bridging the gap to continue our academic success. Thank you for sending 
your student to Centennial and giving us the privilege of working with him or her. We have some awesome 
students that make us proud every day!  
  
-The Special Education Team at Centennial Elementary 

Adrian is a 5th grade student     

learning to play the guitar through 

the Colorado Springs Conservatory. 

Parents, the District is hiring! We are currently looking for all positions. Visit the district website to apply.  



 

Art News 
April and the beginning of Unit 4 in Art will be a fun and exciting time for all! 

In Kindergarten we will talk about different opinions and how art makes us feel.  We 
will be finishing up our study of the moon and sun. WE GOT TO PAINT!!! 

In First Grade we will research masks from different cultures and how they can represent a culture. Then we 
will make our own masks. 

In Second Grade we will research Latino artists, especially Frida Kahlo and Diego Rivera. We will learn about 
where they were from and how it affected their art and we will also study indigenous animals from their  
country. Have you ever heard of a Kangaroo Rat? 

In Third Grade we will examine how common themes like trees and animals have been illustrated in art from 
the prehistoric Caves of Lascaux to contemporary art being made today.  

In Fourth Grade we will finish up our detailed study of Piet Mondrian and the way his art progressed from   
realism to neoplasticism and the way he reduced his art to the basics in color and line. We will then study 
artists from different cultures including Charles McGee, a retired Air Force Colonel, Tuskegee Airman and 
artist.  

In Fifth Grade we will continue our research into Ancient Egypt. First finishing our King Tut masks and studying 
mummified cats. Yes cats. We will then talk about our own style of art and what we would like to create. 

Library/Media Center News 
Hello Centennial Families! It is so hard to believe that we are in our last two months of the school year.  

Kindergarten, 1st, 2nd & 3rd Grade students are engaging in a variety of books through the PPLD PowerPass 
using Tumblebooks and eBooks. Students enjoy taking quizzes about the story they have read to enhance 
their comprehension skills. With 1000’s of different books to choose from on the PPLD PowerPass, the        
possibilities are endless to find books they will love and treasure. 

4th and 5th Grade students have been working hard on submitting their own poetry for the 25th National 
Student Poetry Contest. Our students have the opportunity to win prizes ($500 Grand Prize/Laptops/$25     
Amazon Gift Cards) and if selected, he/she will have their poetry published in the book, The American Library 
of Poetry. 

Finally, with the sudden closure of school last year due to the pandemic, many students still had books 
checked out from the CES Library.  Please ask your child(ren) to search for books that they may still have at 
home. We  appreciate your help and cooperation with returning any CES Library books. Our goal is to reopen 
our school library next school year. 

As always, if you have any questions or concerns about the Centennial Library/Media Center/PPLD PowerPass, 
please contact Sharon Mozel at 579-2859 or email at smozel@hsd2.org. 
 

Physical Education News 
All grades are practicing their basketball skills, they will focus on dribbling with control. They will also learn 
new jump rope tricks and practice jumping continuously.   
 

Music News  
Kinder, 1st, and 2nd Grade will be discovering new music and naming the factors in music that influence our 
personal preference. 
3rd, 4th, and 5th Grade will be exploring the instrumental timbres and uses throughout history and their uses in 
those time periods. 



 

CMAS Schedule - April 2021 

April 2021 
 

Sun 
 

Mon 
A 

Tue 
B 

Wed 
C 

Thu 
D 
Fri 

 
Sat 

    1 2 3 

4 5  
Late Start 
9:50 

6 7 8 9 10 

11 12 
Late Start 
9:50 

13 14 15 16 17 

18 19 
Late Start 
9:50 

20 21 22 23 

No School 
District Closed 

24 

25 26 

Late Start 
9:50 

27 28 29 30  

April 5th April 6th April 7th April 8th April 9th 

  
  
  
  
  

5th ELA U1 – 8:45 
  
3rd ELA U1 – 12:45 
  

5th ELA U2 – 8:45 
  
3rd ELA U2 – 12:45 
  

  

5th ELA U1 – 8:45 
  
3rd ELA U3 – 12:45 
  
  

4th eLearner Math U1 & 
U2 – 8:45 and 10:00 
(Snack provided between 
assessments) 

April 12th April 13th April 14th April 15th April 16th 

4th eLearner Math U3 
12:45 
  
  
  
  

4th Math U1 – 8:45 
  
3rd eLearner ELA U1 
12:45 

4th Math U2 – 8:45 
  
3rd eLearner ELA U2 
12:45 

4th Math U3 – 8:45 
  
3rd eLearner ELA U3 
12:45 

5th eLearner ELA U1 – 
12:45 
  
Make-ups 
  

April 19th April 20th April 21st April 22nd April 23rd 

5th eLearner ELA U2 – 
12:45 
  
Make-ups 
  
  

5th eLearner ELA U3 – 
12:45 
  
Make-ups 
  

Make-ups 
  
  
  

Make-ups NO SCHOOL 


